Bioinformatics -- a patenting view.
The use of bioinformatics in the biological sciences has brought about a change in the way that biological inventions can be protected by patent laws. Using approaches developed in the fields of computer science and business, patent applicants now seek to protect certain aspects of their inventions, which include software, methods of doing business and uses of information as well as more traditional biotechnological products and processes. These approaches are useful in resolving some of the difficulties now faced in prosecuting patent applications directed to biological inventions that are claimed in more conventional terms.